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TAX BREAKS AID FIRE MITIGAT

Little-known law offers
tax break for mitigation

BY ANN ISNE
Colorado Public News :

" As thousands of Colorado

Spnngs “homieowners be-
gin to focus on rebuilding

their lives on the blackened -

foothills of the Front Range,
other  mountain home and
property owners across Colo-

A little-known state law
passed in 2008 provides a
write-off ‘on the

- of wildfire ion
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working up a sweat, person-
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1 es off their own mountain

properties to reduce fire
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paying for ¢l
other words, one’s own

. 1abor doesn’t count.

The work must be autho-
rized by & Community Wild-
fire- Protection Plan, and
the work must have been
done after the loeal plan

Wildfire Protection Plans;
and they call for defensible
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- agroveof :
charred
trees. In the
-distance
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burned
mountain~
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Mountain
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space around many of the
state’s houses in the areas

where urban hvmg meets

the forest.

The law, which never got
much publicity, was spon-
sored by then-legislators
Rob Witwer and Mike Kopp,
who represented: districts
that included the moun-

" tainous - Conifer/Evergreen
- was approved. Colorado has
196 approved Community

communities southwest of

“Denver.

Witwer said “ the bill

-passed dspiter thecost to

ION COSTS

the strapped state budget
after he argued the entire
~state pays the bill when
forests burn. For example,
he noted, the 2002 Hay-

man Fire west of Colorado
Springs: has cost  metro
Denver - residents tens of
millions of dollars on their
bills from Denver Water, for
work the utility has done
10 deal with sediment from .

burned slopes ending up in
reservoirs.
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Apphcanons are avaﬂable
at the Colorado State Forest
Service website and must be -
received by mail in by 4 p.m.
on July 20.

Dan Gibbs, a former state
senator ﬁ-om Breckenridge
who sponsored the bill cre-
ating the grant program,

- said about 20 of the 25 ap-
plications this year received -
funding, ~ with " approvals
generally. going to areas
with existing homes.




